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Topic: Rosh Ha-Shanah 
Source: Vayikra 23:23-25 

 
בֵּר אֶל  כד ל-דַּ רָאֵּ נֵּי ישְִּ אֶחָד לַּחדֶֹשׁ  :לֵּאמרֹ, בְּ בִיעִי בְּ שְּ יהֶ , בַּחדֶֹשׁ הַּ יהְִּ

בָתוֹן רוּעָ --לָכֶם שַּׁ רָא, הזכְִּרוֹן תְּ לֶאכֶת עֲבדָֹה-כָל  כה קדֶֹשׁ-מִקְּ לֹא , מְּ

עֲשוּ תֶם אִשֶה; תַּ בְּ רַּ יהוָה, וְּהִקְּ  ס}  .לַּ
 

23 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 

 24 Speak to the children of Israel, saying: In the seventh month, in the first day 
of the month, shall be a solemn rest to you, a memorial proclaimed with the blast 
of horns, a holy convocation. 

 25 You shall do no manner of servile work; and you shall bring an offering made 
by fire unto the LORD. 

 
 
 

Topic: Shofar 
Source: Tehilim 81:4-5 

עוּ בַּחדֶֹשׁ שׁוֹפָר  כֵּ ;  תִקְּ גֵּנוּ, סֶהבַּ יוֹם חַּ לְּ .  
ל הוּא   רָאֵּ ישְִּ פָט;  כִי חקֹ לְּ י יַּעֲקבֹ, מִשְּׁ לֵּאלֹהֵּ   

 
4 Blow the horn at the new moon, at the full moon for our feast-day. 5 For it is a 
statute for Israel, an ordinance of the God of Jacob. 
 



 

 

 

© All materials copyright the author/s 2011.  May be reproduced for non-profit educational use only.  

Please credit the authors and the Jewish Educators’ Network. 

 

www.jewisheducators.org.uk Page 2 of 4 

 
 

Topic: Tashlich 
Source: Michah 7:18-20 

 
פוֹ  :נַּחֲלָתוֹ ד אַּ ץ חֶסֶד הוּא, לֹא הֶחֱזיִק לָעַּ כִי חָפֵּ ל כָמוֹךָ   א עָו ֹ, מִי אֵּ ן נשֵֹּ

ע ל פֶשַּׁ ר עַּ רִית, וְּעבֵֹּ אֵּ לִשְּׁ , 
נוּ  חֲמֵּ ינוּיכְִּבשֹׁ עֲו ֹ, ישָׁוּב יְּרַּ צֺלוֹת יםָ; נתֵֹּ לִיךְ בִמְּ שְּׁ טאֹותָם, וְּתַּ כָל חַּ  

יַּעֲקבֹ  ן אֱמֶת לְּ רָהָם ,תִתֵּ ינוּ, חֶסֶד לְּאַבְּ אֲבתֵֹּ תָ לַּ עְּ בַּ י קֶדֶם, אֲשֶׁר נשְִּׁ מִימֵּ .. 
  
Who is a God like you,  that pardons the iniquity, and passes by the 
transgression of the remnant of God’s heritage? God does not stay 
angry forever, because God delights in mercy.  God will again have 
compassion on us; God will subdue our iniquities; and you will cast 
all their sins into the depths of the sea.  You will show faithfulness to 
Jacob, mercy to Abraham, as You have sworn to our fathers from the 
days of old.  
 

 
 

Topic: Repentance 
Source: Bamidbar 5:5-7 

בֵּר יְּהוָה   יְּדַּ משֶֹׁה לֵּאמרֹ-אֶל, וַּ . 
הִוא    מפֶֶשׁ הַּ בֵּר  .הַּ ל-אֶל, דַּ רָאֵּ נֵּי ישְִּ -אִשָה כִי יַּעֲשוּ מִכָל-אִישׁ אוֹ, בְּ

טאֹת הָאָדָם ל בַּיהוָה, חַּ עַּ עלֹ מַּ מָה; לִמְּ וְּאָשְּׁ ,  
וַּדוּ  טָאתָם אֲשֶׁר עָשוּ-אֶת, וְּהִתְּ שִׁיב אֶת, חַּ וַּחֲמִישִׁתוֹ , ראֹשׁוֹאֲשָׁמוֹ בְּ -וְּהֵּ

ף עָלָיו ן; יסֵֹּ ם לוֹ, וְּנתַָּ אֲשֶׁר אָשַּׁ לַּ  
 
And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:  Speak to the children of Israel: When 
a man or woman commits any sin that men commit, to commit a trespass 
against the LORD, and that soul will be guilty;  then they shall confess their 
sin which they have done; and he shall make restitution for his guilt in full, and 
add to it the fifth part thereof, and give it to him in respect of whom he has 
been guilty. 
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Topic: Repentance 
Source:  Ezekiel 18:21-23 and 30-32 

 
טאֹתָו אֲשֶׁר עָשָה-כִי ישָׁוּב מִכָל, וְּהָרָשָׁע  כא ר אֶת ,חַּ י-כָל-וְּשָׁמַּ , חֺקוֹתַּ

דָקָה פָט וּצְּ יהֶ--וְּעָשָה מִשְּׁ שָׁעָיו אֲשֶׁר עָשָה-כָל  כב לֹא ימָוּת, חָיהֹ יחְִּ , פְּ

קָתוֹ אֲשֶׁר  :לֹא יזִכְָּרוּ לוֹ צִדְּ יהֶ, עָשָה-בְּ ֹ   כג יחְִּ פ , ץ מוֹת רָשָׁעהֶחָפץֹ אֶחְּ

רָכָיו  :נְּאֺם אֲדנֹיָ יְּהוִה   {S} ס}  .וְּחָיהָ, הֲלוֹא בְּשׁוּבוֹ מִדְּ
 

But if the wicked turn from all his sins that he committed, and keeps 
all My statutes, and does what is lawful and right, he shall surely live, 
he shall not die.  22 None of the transgressions that were committed 
shall be remembered against him; for his righteousness that he did, 
he shall live. } 23 Do I take any pleasure at all that the wicked should 
die? says the Lord GOD; and not rather that he should return from his 
ways, and live? 

 
כֶם  ל פטֹ אֶתְּ רָכָיו אֶשְּׁ ן אִישׁ כִדְּ ל, לָכֵּ רָאֵּ שׁוּבוּ   :אֲדנֹיָ יְּהוִה, נְּאֺם--בֵּית ישְִּ

יכֶם-וְּהָשִׁיבוּ מִכָל עֵּ יהֶ לָכֶם לְּמִכְּשׁוֹל עָו ֹ-וְּלֹא, פִשְּׁ לִיכוּ  לא .ןיהְִּ שְּׁ הַּ

יכֶם עֲלֵּ תֶם בָם-כָל-אֶת, מֵּ עְּ שַּׁ יכֶם אֲשֶׁר פְּ עֵּ וְּרוּחַּ , ם לֵּב חָדָשׁוַּעֲשוּ לָכֶ , פִשְּׁ

ל, וְּלָםָה תָמֺתוּ ;חֲדָשָׁה רָאֵּ   .בֵּית ישְִּ
ת  לב םֵּ פץֹ בְּמוֹת הַּ יוּ, וְּהָשִׁיבוּ  :נְּאֺם אֲדנֹיָ יְּהוִה, כִי לֹא אֶחְּ    .וִחְּ

 

Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to 
his ways, says the Lord GOD. Return and turn yourselves from all 
your transgressions; so they are not a stumbling block for you.  Cast 
away from you all your transgressions, whatever you have 
transgressed; and make a new heart and a new spirit; for why will 
you die,  house of Israel?  For I take no pleasure in the death of him 
that dies, says the Lord GOD; turn yourselves around, and live. 
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Topic: The righteous and the wicked 
Source: Rosh Ha-Shanah 16b 

 
ה אחד של "ר יוחנן שלשה ספרים נפתחין בר"ר כרוספדאי א"א

רשעים גמורין ואחד של צדיקים גמורין ואחד של בינוניים צדיקים 

גמורין נכתבין ונחתמין לאלתר לחיים רשעים גמורין נכתבין ונחתמין 

כ זכו נכתבין "ה ועד יוה"לאלתר למיתה בינוניים תלויין ועומדין מר

למיתהלחיים לא זכו נכתבין   
 

Rav Kruspedai said in the name of Rav Johanan: “Three books are 
opened [in heaven] on New Year, one for the thoroughly wicked, one 
for the thoroughly righteous, and one for the intermediate.  The 
thoroughly righteous are forthwith inscribed definitively in the book 
of life; the thoroughly wicked are forthwith inscribed in the book of 
death; the doom of the intermediate is suspended from New Year till 
the Day of Atonement; if they deserve well, they are inscribed in the 
book of life, if they do not deserve well, they are inscribed in the book 
of death.  
 
 

Topic: Determining our lives 
Source: Entering the High Holy Days  
by Reuven Hammer pg 25 
 
We take responsibility for those things we can determine: our own character, 
our own actions, and thus our own fate.  Although we can’t determine what will 
happen to us, we can control our reactions.  For those we can blame no one but 
ourselves.  As Viktor Frankl wrote ‘Man’s freedom is no freedom from conditions 
but rather freedom to take a stand on whatever conditions might confront him.’  
In this sense, judgement means taking responsibility and being accountable for 
our actions.  There is ultimate meaning in what we do.  God cares.  We face not an 
unfathomable universe in which human striving meets with cosmic indifference, 
but a power concerned with human action and with moral meaning.  The world 
is not an unformed, void place of chaos, not ‘a tale...full of sound and fury 
signifying nothing,’ as Shakespeare put it, but a place of meaning and 
responsibility.  Belief in God offers us a sense that our lives matter-that God 
‘remembers.’  


